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MID Main Office
744 W. 20th Street.
Merced, CA. 95340
(209)722-5761

Customer Service
Water: (209) 722-2720
Electric: (209) 722-3041

Board Meetings
Merced Civic Center
678 W. 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340

The first Tuesday of every
month at 10:00 am.

Mailing Address
PO Box 2288
Merced, CA 95344

Websites
www.mercedid.org
www.lakemcclure.com

Find us on:

facebook.

Did you know that MID is
on facebook?

Join hundreds of your
friends and neighbors to
stay connected.

Like us by visiting
www.facebook.com/
MercedIrrigationDistrict or
clicking on our facebook
link at the MID website.

FROM THE HEADGATE :
MID G ENERAL MANAGER JOHN SWEIGARD

A lot has been happening here at MID since
the holiday season. The District has received
and reviewed the final environmental
document for the federal relicensing of the
New Exchequer Hydroelectric Project. Much
work remains but this is a significant step
forward. Additionally, MID has been busy with
its long-range Water Resources Management
Plan, which will help guide decision making
on important water operation and finance
issues for years to come. Of course, MID is
closely watching the weather and snow
accumulations in the mountains as winter
continues. Finally, of significant note, is a
tremendous operation to remove and
potentially replace an enormous gate from
the intake of New Exchequer Hydroelectric
Project i we have shared a few photos on
the back page.

SNOW AND STORAGE OUTLOOK

Thereds no question
in the mountains this year than we have seen

‘ Lake McClure

remains at
approximately
15 percent
capacity as of
mid-February.
Typically this
time of year,
the reservoir
would have a
capacity of
about 50
percent.

for some time i but any excitement must be
tempered with the reality that we have
experienced four consecutive years of
drought. The reservoir fell to a record-low
6.2 percent of its capacity on Feb. 4, 2015.
As of this February, it is at approximately 14
percent full. In a more typical year the
reservoir might be at about 50 percent full
this time of year. Many more weeks of
winter are ahead and MID will continue
watching closely. As always, MID will make
all determinations about the irrigation
season and projections about Lake McClure
storage conditions in the springtime. MID
regularly posts drought-related updates and
information on its Drought Watch webpage
located at mercedid.org.

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
PLAN

The Water Resources Plan has been in the

t hwarks for rhoeerthan aiyesar. The latest psibtico v

workshop
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Continued from front: website at mercedid.org under Hot Topics protection and monitoring.
was held on Jan. 28 at the Merced and Water Resources Management Plan. .
Fairgrounds. Approximately 100 If you need any assi $tMareatpneaspridoagipul
growers attended to discuss a host ~ hesitate to contact MID Public Affairs releases intended to aid
of topics related to future land use, Manager Mike Jensen at 354-2856. out-migrating salmonids.
water supply and finances. FERC RELICENSING 1 FERC used Ml Dbs lwat e
No policy decisions were made by ) ) methodology which determines the
the Board at the workshop. In the The New Exchequer Project Final minimum required flow releases from
coming months, additional Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Lake McClure.
workshops will be held. The MID was released by the Federal Energy
Board will then adRfgulatoryCop I§SIQI}IQ§ r 1 MID will be required to comply with a
pland and direct sQePmRer $pgnning ‘PO,IO es It new flow regimen that will
development of the programmatic describes the amount future water that Significan_tly rg_duce storage in Lake
Environmental Impact Report, must be r:aleased downstream for the en- McClure in critically dry years.
; ; vironment.

which will serve as the MID formal o ' More information and the presentation
Water Resources Management Among the highlights of the final EIS for can be found at mercedid.org. Should
Zg?jnédﬁigg?;l?rffo?rl#ﬁi gﬁfgm?ﬂgn relicensing: you need assistance locating this infor-

. ] o mation, again please contact 354-2856.
meeting can be found on the MID f  New requirements for wildlife

Historic

In late January, MID took advantage of the low-water level in Lake McClure to remove a 65,000-pound bulkhead gate from
the inlet of the New Exchequer Hydroelectric Project. Measuring 23-feet tall and 13-feet wide, it had been submerged for
nearly five decades. The gate was more than 100 feet deep when removed. Depending on inspection results, the gate will
either be refurbished or completely rebuilt and reinstalled. Phot 0 6s taken by MI D employeeds, Garly Per




